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Hunting for Easter fun?
You’ll find it at The Ranch.
Celebrate Easter on April 5 with a brunch feast at 
Valley Kitchen that offers something for everyone 
to savor, from classic favorites to indulgent treats. 
We’ll also have three different egg hunts in the 
Organic Garden (complete with special prize-
filled golden eggs) and plenty of other 
Easter fun both before and after the big day!

BRUNCH RESERVATIONS:

carmelvalleyranch.com/valley-kitchen

EASTER ACTIVITIES:

carmelvalleyranch.com/spring2026

VA L L E Y 
K I T C H E N

BREAKFAST | LUNCH | DINNER         OPEN EVERY DAY

One Old Ranch Road, 
Carmel, CA 93923

TEL 831.275.1532
WEB carmelvalleyranch.com

the decision to put Measure C on the June 
ballot — where it will be the lone city 
measure in a statewide primary — versus 
placing it on the Nov. 3 bal-
lot, which will include races 
for the city’s mayor and sev-
eral council members, not to 
mention the U.S. House of 
Representatives, the gover-
nor of California and numer-
RXV�VWDWH�RI¿FHV��

‘Same price’
A group calling itself 

P.G. Citizens for Sensible 
Government, started by former Mayor 
Bill Kampe to “promote facts, fairness  
and functional solutions,” offers a “get 
the facts” page on its website. It contains 

It’s an election year, but really?
By KELLY NIX

GROUPS ADVOCATING for and 
against a ballot measure that will ask 
3DFL¿F� *URYH� YRWHUV� LQ� -XQH� WR� LQFUHDVH�
the pay for members of the city council are 
VKDULQJ�ZLOGO\�GLIIHUHQW�¿JXUHV�RQ�WKH�FRVW�
of the special election. What’s true? The 
Pine Cone asked the county’s registrar of 
voters.

The P.G. City Council in February voted 
unanimously to hold an election June 2 to 
allow residents to decide whether to hike 
their monthly stipends from $420 to $897 
for council members and from $700 to 
$1,645 for the mayor. If Measure C passes, 
WKH�FRXQFLO�ZLOO�JHW�LWV�¿UVW�SD\�UDLVH�VLQFH�
1998.

The raise has divided residents. So has 

information on why it backs the council 
raise, along with numerous questions and 
answers intended to support its position, 
including this one:

“Will the June election cost more than 
the November election?” P.G. Citizens for 

Sensible Government asks.
“No,” the group claims. 

“The city received estimates 
from the county elections 
department showing that the 
cost of placing a measure on 
the June ballot is very simi-
lar to the cost of a November 
ballot measure. There is no 
PHDQLQJIXO� ¿QDQFLDO� UHDVRQ�
for the delay.”
%XW� 7UDQVSDUHQW� 3DFL¿F�

Grove, a group former councilman Luke 
Coletti started to promote transparency 
in government, claimed in an email to 
members last week that P.G. Citizens for See ELECTION page 30A

Sensible Government’s cost claims are 
false. 

“The truth is that the June special elec-
tion will cost $50,000 for a single measure 
WR�UDLVH�WKH�SD\�IRU�VHYHQ�HOHFWHG�RI¿FLDOV�´�
Coletti said, adding that in 2008, when the 
city last had a single measure on a June pri-
mary ballot, it cost taxpayers $46,252.  

Coletti also maintained that since the 
November regular election will already 
LQFOXGH�PXQLFLSDO�RI¿FHV��DGGLQJ�D�EDOORW�
measure represents only the incremen-
tal cost of including it on a ballot already 
being printed and administered.

$63K
There are several factors that go into the 

cost of an election, including the number 
of pages in the voting guide and the num-
ber of jurisdictions sharing the costs. 

Disparate cost 
projections 
for P.G. ballot 
measure
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HEAD AND NECK PAIN
A CHIROPRACTIC MESSAGE

from Dr. Steven MacDonald, D.C.
Dr. MacDonald’s specialty is the Cervical Spine 

and Skull alignment. !e skull and the cervical spine 
(Cranial-Cervical segment) must be in alignment to 
keep the rest of the body in balance. !is section of the 
spine houses and protects the most important area of 
the central nervous system-the brain and brainstem. 
!ere are also so many life forces housed here, o"en 
called the mouth of God where the skull meets the 
cervical spine. !e nervous system, Cerebral spinal 
#uid, circulatory system must be able to #ow freely 
here to keep us healthy. Head and neck injuries and 
stress can misalign this area and interfere with these 
systems. Old and new injuries can hurt this spinal 
alignment and then be the cause of many of the symp-
toms people have today and distort posture later in 
life. Headaches can occur, balance problems, middle 
ear problems, neck and shoulder pain, mid and low 
back pain, poor memory, brain fog, blurred vision, 
speech, mood, depression, numbness and tingling, 
constipation, Fibromyalgia and Chronic Fatigue. Cra-
nial-Cervical misalignment can hurt every system in 
the body. It’s not something to take lightly. 

!e NUCCA UPPER CERVICAL system of chi-
ropractic can gently and speci$cally treat the Crani-
al-Cervical spine to be of help to all problems people 
can experience. !is treatment can also correct full 
spine, pelvis and leg length imbalances.

!e NUCCA chiropractic care entails a 3- dimen-
sional x-ray evaluation and analysis to determine spe-
ci$c spinal misalignment measurements, so that the 
proper gentle adjustment can be given. 

!e goal of treatment is to o%er relief from the 
problems many experience. Treatment can help a 
person be healthier and more active. !is care should 
be part of any other care one receives for their health 
care.

Steven N. MacDonald, D.C.
Board Certi!ed * NUCCA *
831.375.9528
718 Lighthouse Ave., Suite A,
Paci!c Grove
www.drmacnucca.com

Paci!c Grove Advanced Chiropractic

Photos with the 

Easter Bunny

236 Crossroads Boulevard, Carmel 
650-823-3315 • www.dogmafit.com 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22 
4 PM TO 6 PM

Li! music • Dancing
Be!rages • Lite Bites

YAPPY 
HOUR

Please join us fo$

& POP-UP DOG BAR

CALL US TODAY! 831-649-3363

Turn to us for more than caregiving.

Your goal is to stay at 
home. We can help.

SENIOR SERVICES, INC .

CENTRAL C OAST

30 YE ARS

274700016

centralcoastseniorservices.com

@centralcoastseniorservices

• Tr a nsp ort a tio n /Sh o p p in g Se rv i c es
• M e a l Pre p a r a tio n /Lig ht Ho use k e e p in g
• 24-Ho ur C a re  a n d C o m p a n io nsh ip
• B a th in g / Dresssin g /
     G ro o m in g Assist a n c e
• In c o ntin e n c e  C a r e
• Assist a n c e  w ith 

C o g n itiv e  
C h a n g es

• M e d i c a tio n 
Re m in d e rs

• C o n c i e rg e  C a r e
• C o m m un ity 

Reso urc es 
Assist a n c e

• Pe t C a r e  
Assist a n c e

• Mu c h M or e !

Real Estate & Big Sur
Jung Yi • jung@carmelpinecone.com

Carmel-by-the-Sea • Pebble Beach
Carmel Valley & Mouth of Valley

Meena Lewellen
meena@carmelpinecone.com 

Monterey • Pacific Grove • Seaside • Sand City
Jessica Caird • jessica@carmelpinecone.com 

Carmel Pine Cone Sales Staff

housing and civic investments, and we received approval 
for an approach capable of delivering those outcomes. The 
question is whether we gave that approach a fair opportu-
nity to succeed.

Q  What is proposed
The proposed revised housing element amendment 

would move us in a different direction. It would remove 
city-owned parking lots from the proposed sites and replace 
them with scattered, voluntary programs to disperse units 
around town, most without parking requirements. The the-
ory is that many small projects, including ADUs, can add 
up to meet our mandated numbers.

At the same time, our planning and building depart-
ment is working through a backlog of major projects, staff 
FDSDFLW\� LV� ¿QLWH�� DQG� DSSURYLQJ� SURMHFWV� ZLWK� ³FKDQJH�
of use” can be surprisingly complex. Expecting building 

MAYOR
From page 27A

owners to respond and the system to absorb hundreds of 
applications raises questions about whether this approach 
can deliver results at the required scale to avoid the build-
er’s remedy.

Q  The tool at risk
This approach could set aside the tool most likely to 

deliver on our commitments: a competitive request-for-
proposal for city-owned sites that invites experienced 
developers to propose creative solutions. That is what 
Scotts Valley and Marina are doing. Their process invites 
the market to bring forward solutions that can deliver 
housing, retail, parking, and public amenities in a single 
GHYHORSPHQW�ZLWK�VROLG�¿QDQFLQJ�

Most of the creative programs already existed, and 
the enhanced versions of those tools, while pursuing a 
well-structured RFP under the city’s control, would give 
Carmel multiple paths to success.

Common sense, forward thinking, and honest progress 
reviews have been key threads running through these col-
umns. As we evaluate the proposed amendment, the ques-
tion is whether the approach we choose can realistically 
deliver the housing we have committed to produce while 
maintaining the qualities that make Carmel special. Learn-
LQJ�IURP�RXU�QHLJKERUV�LV�RQO\�WKH�¿UVW�VWHS��:KDW�PDWWHUV�
now is choosing a path that turns those lessons into real 
results for Carmel.

To hear a podcast generated from this column go to cli.
re/neighbors.

Dale Byrne is mayor of Carmel-by-the-Sea. His email 
is dbyrne@cbts.us.

isn’t on the list, many people who live there would qual-
ify as disadvantaged. She also said that lack of high-speed 
internet is an equity issue worth addressing.

Planning commissioner Jessica Hartzell, who also rep-
resents Big Sur and Carmel Valley, asked for more details 
about how the environmental justice plan would work.
³:KDW�,�QRWLFH�LV�WKHUH¶V�D�ORW�RI�ZK\�DQG�QRW�D�ORW�RI�

ZKDW�´� +DUW]HOO� VDLG�� ³,W� IHHOV� OLNH� WKH� VXEVWDQFH� KDVQ¶W�
been developed yet — what’s going to happen in these 
areas?”

Planning commissioner Christine Shaw, who rep-
resents Pajaro, had questions about the element’s goals — 
and whether they could be enforced.
³7KH�SROLFLHV�WKDW�ZH�DOUHDG\�KDYH�DUH�QRW�HIIHFWLYHO\�

enforced in all of these areas that are on the list,” she 
observed.

The county just released the plan, and people will have 
an opportunity to make comments about it through May 
����7KLV�VXPPHU��WKH�FRXQW\�SODQV�WR�¿QDOL]H�WKH�HQYLURQ-
mental justice element, conduct a community meeting and 
planning commission workshop, and release some kind 
of environmental report. The planning commission will 
review it this fall and make a recommendation to the board 
of supervisors, who are also expected to weigh in on the 
element later this year.

EJE
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1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�RWKHU�EHQH¿WV�DQG�GUDZEDFNV�RI�0HD-
sure C, The Pine Cone asked Monterey County Registrar 
of Voters Gina Martinez for the total cost of placing the 
measure on the June ballot.
³7KH�URXJK�HVWLPDWH�IRU�-XQH¶V�HOHFWLRQ�IRU�WKH�FLW\�RI�

3DFL¿F�*URYH�LV���������´�0DUWLQH]�VDLG��%XW�LW¶V�D�GLIIHU-
ent story in November.
³7KH� FRVW� RI� 3DFL¿F�*URYH� DGGLQJ� D�PHDVXUH� WR� WKH�

November election, in which they have candidate con-
tests, is negligible,” the registrar said.

ELECTION
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could send secret messages that were fast, accurate and 
VHFXUH��0RUH�WKDQ�����1DYDMR�0DULQHV�MRLQHG�WKH�HIIRUW�

MacDonald served in the Sixth Marine Division during 
the war. He later was tribal chairman of the Navajo Nation 
for four terms. Politically active, he gave a speech sup-
porting President Richard Nixon at the 1972 Republican 
National Convention but also backed Democrat Raul Cas-
tro’s bid for governor of Arizona.

MacDonald later was sentenced to federal prison for 
conspiracy, burglary, racketeering and corruption stem-
ming from a 1989 riot and various bribery schemes. Fol-
lowing a 1992 conviction, he was sentenced to 14 years 
EXW�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�LQ������DIWHU�3UHVLGHQW�%LOO�&OLQWRQ�SDU-
doned him — making it possible for him to return to his 
role as a respected, if controversial, elder statesman of the 
Navajo people.

NAVAJO
From page 1A


