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Pacific Grove City Council moves toward a 2026
election to decide council raises.
Pam Marino  Aug 21, 2025   0

The Pacific Grove City Council during a meeting on May 21, 2025.

Daniel Driefuss

The Pacific Grove City Council voted 7-0 on Wednesday, Aug. 20, to accept the results of a petition for a referendum

against an ordinance it passed earlier this year to raise council compensation for the first time in 26 years. 

The ordinance passed on May 7 with a 5-2 vote, with two councilmembers saying the raise—from $420 to $960

monthly for councilmembers and from $700 to $1,610 for mayor—should go to the voters to decide.

Former councilmember Luke Coletti challenged the ordinance by filing for a referendum through his group Transparent

Pacific Grove, which required collecting signatures from at least 10 percent of registered voters, or 1,060. The group

submitted over 1,800 signatures to Monterey County Elections on July 1.

Elections officials certified the signatures on Aug. 6. They checked 1,299 signatures, and found 1,178 to be valid. 

After accepting the certification by Elections, the city council voted 7-0 to bring back a repeal of the original ordinance

on Sept. 3 and then create a new ordinance to be put on either the primary or general election ballots in 2026, to be

decided later.

It was the option that former mayor Bill Kampe argued for before the council vote. He urged P.G. citizens to vote "yes"

on a raise when it does appear on the ballot.

"The job is probably far more than people realize. It's not just these meetings. It's all the prep time, it's the council

liaison roles, it's the regional and state level meetings and engagement and the prep time that goes along with it. That,

and you're always on duty when you're walking on the street," Kampe said.

In responding to residents who argued the job should be a volunteer position, Kampe said councilmembers are acting

on behalf of an entire city. "It's an important job and a salary is a way for citizens to say it's an important job, 'do good

work,'" he said.

Coletti thanked the 31 volunteers who collected signatures and called connecting with voters "a fantastic experience."
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He urged the council to place a measure on the November 2026 ballot, and suggested a charter amendment

regulating future pay raises.

Councilmember Paul Walkingstick also argued for the November election and said he hoped voters would approve a

raise.

"I do support the raise, not for myself. I support the raise in hopes that it will encourage people to run for office now that

we've moved to districting," Walkingstick said. Three of the six recently created voting districts are up for election in

November 2026, districts 1, 3 and 5. It's a transition away from at-large elections.

Councilmember Tina Rau agreed with Walkingstick.

"With three districts coming up for election in 2026, we're going to need nine to 12 people for us to have a robust

discussion," she said.

Rau favored putting the raise on the June primary ballot, so that candidates considering a run for council in November

would know what the compensation will be. To put it on the November ballot, she said, would be a "muddy water

situation."

She called raising council's compensation "the right thing to do for the people who are coming behind us."

Mayor Nick Smith said he also favors putting an ordinance on the ballot in June.

There was no support among the public or councilmembers to put the question on a standalone special election. 
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